A3.66 If a station operator has a message of any length which must
be copied by a mobile operator, the sending station should so
indicate a message to be copied. This will allow the mobile oper-
ator time to move out of traffic if necessary (alone in car, etc.)
and prepare to copy the message. This may avoid having to re-
peat or will give the mobile operator an opportunity to advise
his status. He might be on the way in to headquarters, making
transmission of the message unnecessary. Message could be
handled as follows:

Example:

Base: "Charleston - 210, 10-63."

Car:    "210, Charleston, Adams and Monroe, 10-6."

Then: "210, Charleston. Go ahead with traffic."

A3.67 The international distress signal is the spoken word "MAY-
DAY" from the French term "M'aidez" which is a request for
help. This signal is in regular use, particularly in the aeronauti-
cal and maritime fields, and should be immediately recognized
by any operator as an urgent call for aid. Its reception and all
pertinent traffic and/or action should be logged. This signal
should not be used for any other than a situation of extreme
gravity and its false or fraudulent use is prohibited.

A3.68 There are other signals which indicate emergency. Operators
should be instantly familiar with these, among which are
"10-33", "10-34", the spoken word "urgent" repeated several
times, or simply the word "help." When assistance is needed in
minor emergencies such a word as "assistance" will indicate the
degree of urgency.

A3.69 Some form of an "in service" and "out of service" mobile* unit
log (10-7 and 10-8) should be carefully maintained. This record
is used constantly in dispatch operations and it is all important
when an emergency situation demands the need for all mobile
units with a minimum delay. Also, it is of great importance to
a person who is on an investigation or to the mobile operator
who must leave his radio equipped vehicle and go into some
area on foot or alone. Should either encounter trouble, the fact
that the dispatcher knows his last location and his logical time
of return to service may then mean the difference between life
and death.

The status control method may be a written log, a map with
indicators, a sophisticated status board, or other means.
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